Little Indys

[KIDS’ STUFF]

For adventurous boys,
Culture Cats R

to the African bush, go on
Willsinging stuffed animals turn kids on to opera? safaris, fly in prop planes,

and meet the natives. Twin
ASPENITE JEANNIE KADOW attri- their own “Mozart mysteries” and play brothers Gannon and Wyatt
butes her lifelong passion for operatoearly = opera-themed games. Wheeler have spent the last
exposure. “It was always on,” the five-time Kadow believes the whole project traces two years doing J ust that. And
novelist and former marketing executive to Aspen: “I'm a Paepckean at heart,” she with the help of their mother,
says of her aria-filled youth. says, alluding to Aspen’s original culture

Patti Wheeler, and local writer

That’s definitely not the case for today’s  boosters, Walter and Elizabeth Paepcke. .
Y Y P Keith Hemstreet, the Aspen

kids. “Arts are bring stripped out of educa-  “That’s why I formed the company here.

tion,” Kadow laments. “Opera and clas- It stands for everything I think this town ngh School
sical music are losing their social context.”  is about.” —MM sophomores have
To remedy that, Kadow recently launched . canfilinh w turned their

two series of picture books: Composer
Cats and Opera Mice. Intended for 3- to
8-year-olds, both will be 13-book series

experiences into
a multi-platform

rolled out over time, and each new title, educational

written by Kadow, is either a “musical brand that

mystery where the great composers are 3 includes

cats” or “one of the world’s most beloved an award-

operas performed by a troupe of theatrical Winning bo Ok, 5 ot I
e

mice.”
Each book comes with a music-playing
cat or aria-singing mouse. Mozart Cat,
who plays “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik”
when squeezed and is pictured here,
debuts with his corresponding book at
Thanksgiving. Kadow recruited re-
nowned conductor James Conlon to
narrate the accompanying CD. A full
multimedia platform is in the works,
including a television series, iPad apps,
and interactive pages on the website (mo-
zartcat.com) where children can write

THE ART OF SKIING

Travels with
Gannon and
Wyatt: Botswana, a website
(travelswithgannonandwyatt.
com) and possibly a television
series. The boys weren’t yet
born when Indiana Jones made
archeological swashbuckling a
career goal for kids, but they’re
doing his legacy right. —MM
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